Manufacturing heavyweights

hey are the heavyweights of the manufacturing sector: the larpe scale automated machimng centres that can turn out mechanical parts up

metre and a half in size. This is a specialist niche reserved for companies with expertise built up from many years of experience. Precision

quality are the prereguisites for success and there are only a few suppliers in the market who can offer truly integrated solutions. One of

leading European companies in this demanding sector is PCI, which is headgquartered in Saint-Etienne, France.
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PCI specialises in the design and
construction of automated produc-

af mechanical pans. The product
rm;:-is miﬁupﬂfhfaisca]c ma-
chining centres and transfer ma-
chines. The company’s customer
baxe i focused primanly on the au-
tomotive and acronantic secion.
“The [rend is moving ever more lo-
wards incrensed funetionality, We
offer combined solutions that inle-
grate various functions to provide
our castomers with tme and cost
savings, There are very few compa-

operate in this anes,” says Division
Director Machining Sy stems
Laurent Linxe. PCI machines can
produce large series runs while
mainiaining the highest levels of
p’mhann mrd]m of exteranl ﬁ:-
mm @8 temperalure. Gﬁpﬁ-
wres inelude their ability iphfb-
stalled at any Jocation M]@;
Téwel of reliability and h@mﬂjn[.
One of the hlﬂ”&ﬁbﬁﬁjﬁlw'a
standard p'mlna mk e
Tnﬂ mﬂmhmmg centres,

mmmiage of these ma-
- chines is a significant reduction in

FPCI specialises in large toale machining centres capible

of producing pieces with dimensions up to 1.5 m

tion lmes dedicated o the machining

nies i1 the market with the ability 1o

mischining times that is achieved
through the use of a high speed clec-
trospindle that rotates at 15,000 rpos.
The centres also offer six milling di-
rections ard high speed movements
that make it possible 1o machine five
faces without moving the workpiece.
Tripteor machines are designed to
accommodate large parts with di-
merisions of up to 1.5 min alumini-
wm ar under licence in other metals,
Another important range is the HSM
Meteor ML range of machining cen-
tres which have been designed for
the needs of mass production. They
inéorporaie all of PCI's expertise
and experience in the manufacture
uf:npn&al machining equpment o
offer enhanced capacity, reliability,
serviceability and ease of use. With
extremely shor ool change tinmes -
ﬂer four seconds — and a wide
runge of geeessonies adapted 10 mass

© production machining, the machines

in the Meteor range offer extremely
high throughpat volumes. “The
Meieor range represents the latest
generation of machining equipment
and can be described as D state-of-
the-art in the markel at this time,”
says Mr Linve:

In addition ta its standard machines,
PCl also supplies customised equip-
ment. Between 20 and 30% of its
turniver is gencrated throwgh the
supply of tailored solutions that have
been adapted to meet specific needs.
A particular speciaity are special
and transfer machines that are ¢om-
posed of standard and modular sub-
assemblies, Amongst the sdditional
equipment that PCL can integrate
inw its lines are funcrions such as
autematic loading, palletisation and
depalletisation, spray suction and the
addition of & cooling unit with con-
ditiening at high and mediam pres-
sure. Anpual prodoction capacity 5
arpund B0 machines,

With equipment becoming more and-
more complex, service and mainte-
nance are playing &n even more in-
portant part of PCT'S huginess, A
year and & half agothe company 18-
troduced drive spindle servicing to
its portfolio, This ares now accounts
for 11% of mrnover, “We improve
the performance of the spindle
through servicing, sverhauling and
upgrading, whereby we always aim
1o exceed the cusiomer’s expecta-
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tions,” says Mr, Linxe. To support
this aim, PCI operstes sales and ser-
vice cenires in Metr and Lill so
that it can be close W its customers.
Although its focus has traditionally
tics sectors the rend over the past
twir years in the automotive sector
towards greater outspurcing has
led 10 PCT targeting foundries asa-
potential customer base in France
.m:i abreeud,

E:pmummtfw two million
EUR of PCIs 30 million EUR annu-
al turnover. Most of this is gencrated
from sales to customers in lauly but
since the end of 2006 the company
has been trgeting markets in China
and Iﬂdlundmhﬂshnd contacts in
Poland, the Czech Republic, Slova-
kia and Slovenia. “Up until now our
internation 1 petivitics have mainly

~been limiied 1o carrying out projects

abroad :umm in

.Fram;'v: Our gﬂﬂI is now 1o build up

our own independent export mar-
kets,” says Mr. Linxe. One of the
company’s main clients is its parent
group P8A. The long term goal is to
reduce its dependence so that at least

Bﬂﬁ- uhrdm come from other
elients of which a third should be
international.

Tts abilityto innovate will be a key
factor in its success in achicving this
goal. The company invests 2.5% of
its annual wrnover in research and

development each vear and keeps a

close eye on airket developments

‘with regard to materials, processes

and production systems and line ar-
chifecture, &nl:mpnllng future trends

s lh: hr mﬂm-. not just for new

machines butin existing models:
“Production lines represent signifi-
cant capitnl expenditure for manu-
fiiehurers so it is imporunt that we
make our machines mwﬂpnhhnnf
being retrofit ijlﬁ the newdevel-
OPMEnts m"lomm'mw Mm he
seen from the m-ufuur spindle
overhauling service there is a ready
market for repair and upgrading of
existing machinery,” savs Mr. Linxe.
PCT's readiness o adapt itself o the
needs of the market can be seen
from its history. [n the [980s i
focused mainly on the production

of individual machines, In the 1990s
it progressed to become an integrator

of Hine archiiecur: and today it s
itself a5 a full solution provider,
transformation is by no means o
plete as PC1 gears itself up for th
demands of the coming decade.

CoMPANY PROFILE IN BRIEF
Activities

Dresign and construstion of automabe
prodiction lines dedicated w the

imazhining of mechanical parts

Key prodocts

* Tripleor range of paraliel single anc
double spindles HS production
l'lll'll.'|l|nﬂ|l1; veniney

# Meteor ML range of horizontal sing
aed double spindles HSC productio
machining cenirey

# Saectal and wansfer machines

Services

* Dirive spiodle service

*Sapvice nnd muntenance, upgradin
nad overhauling of own products a

Lhose oof ogher manifaciurers

Facts and figures

# Tirfover: S0 million EUR

« Exparts: 2 million EUR in 2006,
Targes: & million i 2000

= Research and development

25% of tarnover
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